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they did not forget to solicit for iron, knives, and
other presents. The chief occupation of the people
of this village was fishing; and as, contrary to all
other assemblages of the natives we had yet wit-
nessed, the larger proportion present consisted of wo-
men, it is probable that the men were, at the time,
engaged in that employment. Captain Owen pur-
chased a few articles from them, and expressed his
intention of establishing a market at the place;
after which, he returned to his boat, both parties
appearing satisfied with each other.

Our market was for some days afterwards carried
on at the above village with reciprocal satisfaction,
the supply of the several articles being abundant.
It was soon, however, evident, that the tribes who
were excluded by this arrangement, were by no
means contented: and, as Captain Owen was anxi-
ous to do justice to the whole, by giving each a
fair opportunity of barter, and as the immediate
neighbourhood of the settlement was more conve-
nient for the greatest assemblage of persons from
the different tribes, he ordered, after first having a
clear understanding with the chiefs, a new market-
place to be fenced in, near the boundary line,
which, from its situation and circumstances, ought
to be regarded as neutral ground. This establish-
ment of a neutral ground, was a measure of great
importance and advantage, as we had now disco-
vered that the natives are not only divided into
distinct tribes, but that each tribe possesses a dis-